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I SUMMARY 

Claims 1-4 arc pending in the f5fesem appiicatioa. Claim I was rejected-, and claims 2-4 
are new New cUiims 2-4 are added herein, to further claim aspects, of the invention 1 b.ONC rv>\\ 
claims are believed to be supported by the specitjcation. dra\\'ing{j. aiid ciaim I as origirtadN fled. 
New claim 2 is supported e g, by paragraphs [0012] - |0O14j and l(M)17| of the specificatioii and 
by origins, olauv 1 \'-."a Luius and 4 aie supported t.j?,. by paragraph 10012}. 

I he drawings ana tuie have been objected to. 

II. OBJECTIOM TQ THE TITLE 

The title was objected to as purportedly not being descriptive. U'Tiile Applicant docs not 
agree wirh tliis assessment, the title is amended herein to further describe the protective device for 
drink cans. In paiticulai. the title is an^ended to t^nte *TRO ITrnVT DEVICF FOR DRNK 

CANS, iAsi mso ( n: \N- i\Fss ov i m uppfr basi { s, c \ns " 

As indicated m ihe iipecification, can;* are exposed to dusi. din. and othei possible 
contaminates during e,g . storage. The present protective devices prevent such contammation on 
an outer surface of the can. For example, the devices may be used to protect a top surface of a 
drink can. such that the surface remains clean and is clean when a person's lip^ make contact with 
die can to eonsume the liquid. 

It is believeti that hoxh ihe otd utie and the !iev\ title dcscnbe the present uncnuon. 
.Accordingly* withdraml of the objection is hereby tequested. 

I IT. OBJECTION TO THE DR AWINGS 

! ho Jra\Nm-:s s:and obiccle^! to '-^e^.<JU^c \ 1 inchideu t av' \ !e%-vs \ ]iiiphcc^r)cnt Sheet 
ofo-.n^Miiu^ - -ubrisned heie^Mth hi Aim^xc tbi^ obwtton In naiticuLsu n nc ^^cp .Kcuienl 
Sheet, iho i^nv* \ iosvs sei ibrth in 14(1 1 are now separated mto i-ig. i A unJ \ IB. Fho Brief 
Description of tiie Drawings is am<.nded liercin. consistent v^uh the Repiaeenient Sheet of 
drawings. 
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hi \ie\^ or the Replacement Sheet Applieant re.specU\il!\ requet,t^ withdrawal of the 

objection. 

iV, ROrCTiON I NDI:R35 I .S.C. §112, second paragrapb 

Vhim I was rejected under 35 U.S.C. §112, second paragraph as allegedly bcmg indefinite 
with respect to the nieaiiing of what is intended by "consists in", and ^'advaatageousi^ 
Appikant anends claim 1 heroin for clarity and better confomiaucc with \ ',S, practice. Ciaini 1 
.IS viniondod JifV-^ m>'- ric udc the reicoied lenns App'iCiUi} skhcs tb.v. the p'(. ^crt .'mt'niipient-* to 
Claim : do not narrow the scope of the claim. In Mt-vs of tne present amcnainonis. .Appheant 
respectfoUy requests :v*.'ithdraw?al ofthd rejection. 

t.'LufU 1 \\a^ {ejected under I ' S C, § 101 'i!lo!icdl> K m.' oKunis o%c? UacM d -S 
5.34K94H) in mcvs of tluing (T S 6J02,179) Apphcani rcspeoiiuiK tra^ cr.^CN thss iciecuon mid 
requests the withdrawal thereot. 

Gaeta is cited as purportedly disclosing a protective device hasing radial notches, bm 'a, 
silent with respect to slots. Chang is cited as purportedly teaching that it is known to provide a 
pfotecti\e device with slots concentric with the edges of the disk for etigaging with a container 
base The Action indicates that it would have been obvious h) add curvilinear slots concentric 
With the c<i.<;c- of the disk of Gaeta. Applicant respectfully disagrees with this concluiiion, 
becdUNC the references are cotnpieteiy unrelated to one another and because it would be contrarv 
to the purp)se of Gaeta to add any slots or cuts to its seals. 

Gaeta discloses a tamper evident seal (lieal or adhesive sealed) to be factors-applied on a 
bottle or a jar containing a consumer product (such as an instant coffee container) The ( ivieta 
nu'Jjct i^ ustenOed to iiiJ.i(.ale to tlic conMimor dn\ povsibk- uisnpcni^u wa i iho ootstarsC! oi 
co^lenl^ Us puipos*.- is not to provide an> protection fn>rn contaminaijoa on .ui outcf suitace of a 
container, rather it is sealed over an opening in the container and a cap is placed over the seal. In 
contrast to the product of Gaeta, the present invention is a product tl^at is adapted such that it may 
be applied by a user over the upper base of a can. thus, preventing it from dirt or other 
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contaminants benig dep<.>sited on the caii, v^hik the cati is m :»tOiagc before consumption of iht 

can contents, 

I he pcnphual nol^^ht'^ in i i^i \ oktvIv s^nc to imui^ w a oi tk stcib i^' maieua' 
\\ he-Ld-, u. the present snvuition. the notches along with tut-> Jeane po/irfKral au-^^ oi thu 
bodv thai can be arrangul hy tlexion belovt aii upper nm of a bod> of a can. thus allowing the 
de\ Kc to be applied to and iemo\ ed irom the can by a conburner As noted in the Action, the 
Gae^a prodaci Joes not include an\ slots or mts. and tbcrelore also does not incltide an\ 
xnpiiual diLds to be < nauucd bclou an urpei no ^ Kxi. >M a van ! Hk is r > iso'i .oi u'\ 
suai areas or lor su<.h a configuidtion m (jaeia s seai because it is heat sealed o'- aalu&i\e'\ 
attached diifeetly to die coatamer. 

Btcause no cuts aie included in the Oaeta product, the Lxaminer cites the Chang reterence 
(oi such a tcach{n<. Chang is directed to a paperboard bo\ intended to contain a ».onsutnei 
pu\kKi M d isuiKULa o<i^on -^ittch ai* .'"ct pu p v ^I'jniixta tidlo i <. m ipkteh dittcrent 
purpose than the piesem ^nsention i hu<^ there is no raot.\4tton u> vombme thv jeteicnoes 
generally But even if one were to add cuts to the Gaeta product, mch cuts ^o uld render the 
Gaeta product uitsuitable for its intended parftose. The purpose for having cuts m th«. ptesent 
dcv ice IS to allow the device to be easily applied to and removed from a container base This is 
con-ipktcls contu^rs 1 > 'hx.Mv.vv.bin^'- ^t Gacta which proviOts a tan^pc cM«,knt heat or adiiewve 
i,eal<.d hner t^ec Iiisl pc^iagrapl in C ui \) whkh teass upon icnH>\ ^ op^ 'liing ot the seal If 
there are an\ cuts or teais in the Cxacta seal tht> uould allov\ ouc to ^ispei with th^, i. on ens ot 
the w or bottle, or thcv are an indication that the »eal has been tampered w Jth F ither way the 
puipose of the Gaeta seal is destroyed if it h^h am tears or cuts 

\ Of ai Last fht . ho^o icasons. A.pplicant respectfully submits that the present claims are 
not ob\ lot s m \ 'CSV ol the <„ited art Accordingls . Apphcant icqucbt!> reconsideiation and 
withdrawal of the rejection. 

VI. GOINCLUSION 

Applicant jjubmits that the present claims are in condition for allowance, and tlicieiorc 
respectfiUK requc«;ts vi,uhd^d^^al oj each jejection and allowance of the piesent applicatum 
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\t is Klie^ed thai no cMcnsiojus unie jro !x.iiiM.-<i \shh ilm purer. If. hcwcscr, any 
oNJcnsion^ are deuncd nocessaty to prc\ cn5 .-J^iisuionuK^pi of this applicaiinn. liion cxfensHins of 
time are hereby petitioned for under 37 C.h 11. 5 1 - 1 .nxi any fees required, inclnding tecs fc 
net addition of claims, ai'e hereby authori/eti to be cbaj gcd to aeeouiU number 50-3 120. 

Should the l^xamlner believe that discussion of any remaining issues would adviuice the 
prosecution, she is invited to contact the undersigned at the telephone number listed below. 



Respectfully submitted. 



Date October 2. 2007 



By 



Gusiomer Number: 43446 
Telephone: (571)278-8233 
Facsimile: (202)318-1288 



Kristina M. Castellano 
Regis^-ation No, 41,092 



